
API Portugal VFS Visa Process

BEGIN THE FBI BACKGROUND CHECK PROCESS NOW!!!

This guide is for participants who are obtaining their Portuguese visa through VFS
Washington, New York or San Francisco. If you are going through Boston, New Bedford, or
Newark you can contact your Program Coordinator for further assistance with the visa
process.

Further information on the visa process can be found in the API Visa Information guide,
which provides a step by step guide to applying for your visa!

How to Obtain Your Visa Through VFS:

● Verify the consulate for your jurisdiction.
● If you are going through one of the VFS consulates for Washington, New York or San

Francisco, click the following link and follow the instructions below:
https://visa.vfsglobal.com/usa/en/prt/apply-visa

● VFS provides a Step-by-step guide to walk through the application process, review
each step. You can also view if the consulate allows for mail-in by clicking on the
“Mail-In Application Process.” The visa type you are applying for is a “Portugal
National Visa ‘D’”, also known as the Student Visa. Do NOT select Tourist Visa or
Short Term Visa.

https://apiabroad.com/student-visas/student-visa-portugal/
https://visa.vfsglobal.com/usa/en/prt/apply-visa


● In Step 1, click on “visa type” and choose Number 4 under the Long Stay D Visa (this is
the student visa)

● Review the requirements for the National D-4 visa. This is a great page to bookmark! If
you click “Documents Required”, you should see a general list* of the forms needed to
submit the visa application.

○ Here you can review the different tabs: Overview, Visa Fees, Documents
Required, Photo Specifications, Processing Time, and Download Forms.

*The list of documents is not an exhaustive list of documents and the applicant could be
asked for additional documents if desired by the Consulate General of Portugal after
you submit your application.

https://www.vfsglobal.com/one-pager/portugal/usa/english/


Original documents are required by the consulate. API will be sending the following
documents by mail to your permanent address unless you indicate otherwise:

● API Acceptance Letter
● API Proof of Housing
● API Visa Letter
● CISI Insurance Letter
● ISCTE Acceptance Letter

API is only able to send these necessary documents once students complete all Onboarding
Step 1 forms and pay the confirmation payment.

If you need these documents expedited, please contact your Program Coordinator
immediately. We may be able to expedite for an additional fee.

● In step 4 you will be able to see the visa fees and how to pay them.

You will need to submit your visa application in person or via mail. Please CONFIRM with
your consulate.

● If mail-in, VFS will typically send you return labels so please check with them to
confirm.

● If you mail it in, please be advised that you may need to be separated from your
passport for a length of time when they’re processing your visa. You cannot go abroad
without it.

● If you go in person to the initial appointment, please note that you will need to also go
in person to pick up your visa. It cannot be picked up by someone else.

Portuguese Consulates do not have an expedited visa processing service. You must
apply on-time or you risk not receiving a visa before your program start date.



Helpful Links:
● For access to the visa application form, click HERE.

○ You can use our Sample Form to help fill out the application
● Request for Portuguese Criminal Record: click HERE
● Book an appointment - HERE
● To find out what happens at the Visa Application Center click HERE!
● VFS FAQs

https://vistos.mne.gov.pt/images/formulario_visto_nacional_en.pdf
https://downloads.apiabroad.com/enroll/ld/Instructions%20for%20Portugal%20Visa%20App.docx.pdf
https://downloads.apiabroad.com/enroll/jj/Portugal%20/Request%20for%20Criminal%20Record.pdf
https://online.vfsglobal.com/Global-Appointment/Account/RegisteredLogin?q=shSA0YnE4pLF9Xzwon/x/NNL8oYEDVviiH9LFkvyoJmx/fXKYWsKwvlIATddMeXNaVw6YNwyTP4kWTXZf1aExOPhRZGeubFiAmOrlA4MFC+VJVH2sphEIu+ChUcxuwnBeXaElfuTaHjnFmXBH8rE+A==
https://visa.vfsglobal.com/usa/en/prt/attend-centre/what-happens-at-centre
https://visa.vfsglobal.com/usa/en/prt/faq

